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CHAPTER VII. THE RESTORED HOMCEAN SUPREMACY.
JULIAN'S reign seems at first sight no more than a sudden storm which clears up and leaves everything Effects Of much as it was before. Far from restoring Julian's reign, heathenism, ho could not even seriously shake the power of Christianity. No sooner was lie dead than the philosophers disappeared, the renegades did penance, and even the reptiles of the palace came back to their accustomed haunts. Yet Julian's work was not in vain, for it tested both heathenism and Christianity. All that Constantine had given to the churches Julian could take away, but the living power of faith was not at Csesar's beck and call. Heathenism was strong in its associations with Greek philosophy and culture, with Roman law and social life, but aa a moral force among the common people, its weakness was contemptible. It could sway the wavering multitude with superstitious fancies, and cast a subtler spell upon the noblest Christian teachers, but its own adherents it could hardly lift above their petty quest of pleasure. Julian called aloud, and called in vain. A mocking echo was the only answer from that valley